SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

leading supporters, Yuan Wang Ching, one day
expressed his discouragement, whereupon Sun,
after listening most sympathetically, replied:

"Why do you despair? Why do you lament?
For ten years we labored without any success
whatsoever. Then we had success. Now comes
failure again, so let us forget the success and go
back to where we left off ten years before."

He knew that his followers thought with the
overthrow of the Imperialists he had achieved a
complete success and that, therefore, their dis-
couragement was great at the failure to maintain
this success. Hence, he had to enhearten them
by making them feel that all success was more or
less comparative.

Although defeated, he knew that his position
was better than it had been three years before.
For now the actual success of the reform move-
ment showed the people what could be done.
Therefore, greater confidence from the people
could be expected for the future, for the people
would be more and more willing to take part in
the movement and bring about the betterment of
China.

Some of his followers, however, did not agree
with Sun, and hence, unfortunately, there grew
up a division in the revolutionary movement.
Some declared that they were conformists and
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